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' Continued -\ . - -

. fiom a policy perspective, it mgkes sense fhat |

| ﬁ}wn and said her agency was looking at the
- ¢rgergency Jeclaration as a way to remove

d v
. 3?” dings in the Libby Valley, at a cost of

. " 'hbby’s health problems caineto nﬁtlonal :

P T . .'_"—.
P
A

Insulatiom :

3en’t dlsturb it.” < '
w—“If we decide there’s a risk with Zonolite,

1@"_Jﬁ-z:ualuatt: thaf for the rest of the

» said Peronard,
£-Talk of a public health deglaration. for
Libby beganin early September, when EBA -
Xdministrator Christie Whitman visited the

tos-laden vermiculite from the town’s

es: US. Rep. Dennis Rehberg, R-Mont.,,
Bas pushed for the declaration, saying that -
tmby’s health problems are unigue in the

. Ligited States and deserve specil attention, , .
==Peronard sait the insulation reioval xi{k !
1 -mdents for years could get free vermicuhte

probably include 800 or so homes

* .7 ‘cases have been {ied:to.exposure to mine-
A Libby. IR

i e

<years later. W.R. Grace and Co.-maintains

here from $3,800 to $20,000 per hous
E‘wdl onthesize of the job.

gttgntion two years ago, when pubhshﬁd
reports linked asbestos contamination in- the
fown to widespread illness and death, A.
federal health survey conducted lastyear
folind that 18 percent of nearly 6,000 adults- -
msted had lung scamng l:kely related to

pu

x

%mﬂent for pubhc and regulatory:affairs,
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afbmiﬂs exposmc~UutiI now, most oﬂhe
wastes, not actual oommerc]a] Zonohw‘tmm_

While in full swing, Libby’s mine, produced
the majority of the world’s vermiculite; which,

- when heated and expanded was sold-as -

Zonolite insulation. W.R. Grace and Co. -
stopped selling Zowolite i 1980 “for -
£CONOMIC reasqns,” according to the !
company’s Web site. The mine shut down 10

that dangerous asbestos was removed from

] the vermiculite at the mine to ensure lheq -

product’s safety,

1t’s unclear how many homes in the Un:ted
States are insuldted with Zonolite - £stimates
“| range from 800,000 to 15 million. Bui’:gﬁsa '
‘géod bet that the _percentage is hagherqn Eo

nolite’s hometown of Libby, where I6gai .

fmm thé company. -
- Bill Corcoran, W.R. Grace andCc s Vice

d Thyrsday he asked for the mieeting with .
A’S decusnon-makers on the emergency .
declaration because he wants to know the: - -

possnble Tepercussions to the company. He
acknowledged that one of his main toncerns

1 lies in the fact that Zonolite has. never before
] been iabeled as an unsafe product

o somethmg with mysituation,” ”

l--“,

’-;.- Corcoran said Grace ofﬁﬁifsw

““Teview the EPA’s scientific basis forthe..”. . o

. declaration; and he noted that ajudge in = -

Washmgton state 1] ected claimis that the. -

.insulation was u ) .
“We warit to be able to make sure we

- “understand-the science,” said Coreoran.”

Peronard, on the" other hand, believes .
.there are people whd have been- srckenqd_'
from exposure primarily to-Zonolite * |

" insulation. He pointed tothe federal health

. study, which showed severa] sick: d;::p]e had

50 ary asbestos exposur
nolite. And he rioted. that he knows of

-workers such as electricians who are now siok >
. Peronard siid he to'make? hlspltch':

. 1o EPA officials inWashingion, DC;, gext’
‘week. Marianne Horinko, assistant - -

: ‘administrator for the EPA Office of Solid - -

. Wasté and Emergency Response, will then. .

. meet with Grace officials:and’ make a dec:s:on
.~ dn how to move forward.

* “Obviously, if we. do. somethmg in I.abby,
pcOpIe are going tosay; 'Why don’ a:tl )'ou do
” sai
;" Peronard. “It’s inore lmporlant to n;e;lhat, as
-an agency, we work ouf a rational policy,” -
-~ “My job is to’do what’s right biere;*. .-
added “Somebody else needs 1o be lookmg £
\out for the natlonal lmphcanons T




